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SUMMARY
We may now sum up very briefly the main Balkan
Problems.
The origin of the trouble lay in the progressive decay of
the Ottoman Empire, which was no longer able to maintain
control over the Christian subject nationalities. These had
become filled with a natural desire for political freedom
and national unity. But, owing to the events of past his-
tory, considerable sections of these peoples still lived under
Turkish or Hapsburg rule, and could not fulfil their nation-
alistic aspirations except by the further disintegration of
Turkey and the partial dismemberment of Austria. Hence
the Balkan Wars of 1876-78 and 1912-13. Hence also the
antagonism between Austria and Serbia, which grew steadily
more acute, because each had a vital interest at stake—
Austria to preserve her very existence as a State, Serbia
to satisfy twentieth century ideals of political liberty and
national unity.
As Turkey declined in power, Russia and Austria be-
came increasingly jealous of each other's influence in the
Balkans, Russia wishing to achieve her "historic mission,"
and Austria to prevent the danger threatening to her from
K too great Slav power on her southern frontier. Bismarck
• and the League of the Three Emperors, and later Russia's
venture in the Far East, for many years prevented this
rivalry from disturbing the peace of Europe. But with the
ambitious aims of M. Izvolski and Count Aehrenthal the
rivalry became acute through the outcome of the Buchlau
Bargain. Aehrenthal succeeded in annexing Bosnia and
Herzegovina, while Izvolski failed to open the Straits, be-
cause Austria had the support of Germany, but England
was unwilling to accept Izvolski's one-sided proposal to open
the Straits to Russian warships but not to those of the other
Great Powers. Though the Annexation Crisis was settled

